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Study  11. 

Hosea  13. 

The  Sign  of  Love.

Purpose: 

To see God's discipline as evidence of his love.

I'm doing this for your own good.  

This hurts me more than it hurts you. 

As children we had trouble believing those words. 

Now we real​ize that balanced discipline is evidence of love. 

Even a puppy wants to know the rules 

and is more secure when its master clearly enforces the lines 

of discipline.

God's chosen people were rescued from slavery, 

given a special revela​tion of his law, 

and miraculously brought into a land of milk and honey! 

What better beginning could a nation have? 

Sadly, Israel chose to forget what God had done for them. 

Read Hosea 13.

1.
 Trace the stages of Israel’s spiritual decline in this chapter.

	Question 1. 

Note especially verses 4-6 and verses 9-11. 

Israel declined into pride after God had delivered them from Egypt 

               and made them prosper in Canaan. 

God had warned them of such a decline (Deut 8:10-20). 


2.
Where do you discern warnings for yourself in this passage?

3.
Verse 1 says that Israel fell into Baal worship and "died.” 

They did not physically die as a nation; 

in fact, verse 2 says that they continued to increase in idolatry. 

Then in what sense did their idol worship result in death?

	Question 3. If this question seems too abstract, 

                identify some idols which control peoples lives today. 

Consider how devotion to each one "kills” the worshiper 

                because it negates the worshiper’s life as it was meant to be lived. 

In some cases the idol could even bring physical death 

                (such as drugs, inordi​nate risk-taking, crime), 

                but more typically the idol deals death to the wor​shiper’s spirit.

Throughout the book of Hosea, 

                 you have read about the spiritual death of Israel

                 - separation from their God

                 - even while they lived in apparent power and prosperity. 

Eventually they were taken into captivity 

                  from which they never returned (Judah returned but not Israel).


4.
Through Hosea, the Lord used powerful images 

to express the con​sequences of Israel’s idolatry (vv. 3, 7-8). 

What do the images of Israel’s destiny (v.3) have in common?

5.
What elements are shared by the images of what God will do to Israel 

(vv. 7-8)?

	Question 5. 

Assyria would he the instrument of the Lord’s wrath, 

               but the Lord would be the actual attacker. 

Second Kings 17 tells the story of Assyria’s conquest of the northern kingdom 

               of Israel, 

               along with a lengthy explanation of why God allowed it to happen.


6.
In spite of Israel’s idolatry and other sins, 

what purpose does the Lord still hold for them (v.4)?

	Question 6. 

The Lord’s purpose is that lsrael

                - and all people

                - will acknowl​edge him as the only God. 

This is the first commandment: 

                 “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex 20:3).


7.
How does God’s purpose for his people 

explain the severity of his judgment throughout this passage 

(and all of the book of Hosea)?

	Question 7. 

God wills life for his people, 

                and therefore, he disciplines in un​pleasant ways. 

Hebrews 12:4-13 is a New Testament statement of the same principle.


8.
What encouragement do you gain from God’s continuing purpose 

for his people, 

including yourself?

9. 
Verse 9 is a particularly tragic declaration of the reason for Israel’s decline. Why would a nation

-or a person

- turn against the divine Helper?

	Question 9. 

Human pride makes it difficult for people to accept help 

              from the one they are rebelling against 

              and the help is unlikely to fulfill the desires 

                     that caused the rebellion in the first place.


1O.
In the midst of his words of judgment, 

the Lord made a majestic promise of redemption from death (v. 14). Paul quoted this verse in 1 Corinthians 15:55 

(altered slightly because Paul quoted from the Greek version 

  of the Old Testament). 

This promise has inspired hope at countless Christian funerals 


and has found its way into Handel’s Messiah. 

What qualities of the Lord make his promise possible?

11.
When has God’s loving discipline brought you back to him?

12. 
Where do you believe God is disciplining you right now, 

and what will you do to yield to his discipline?

